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Meanwhile the leaders gathered together ; even
Goebbels supported Goring again. No one mentioned
anything about his private hopes and disappointments ;
all were flattering Hitler. Goring rose to speak : the
idea that Hitler should be Vice-Chancellor showed a
lack of psychological understanding. The proposal
was simply preposterous politically. They could offer
Adolf Hitler whatever they chose; they could set
him in any post owing to his abilities ; but wherever
it was, only as head, as first man. The word ' vice *
or ' deputy' before the name of Adolf Hitler was a
thing utterly impossible, and should be looked on by
the whole party as nothing more or less than an
insult.

Hitler meanwhile had calmed down. Going on
with his analysis. Goring explained further why
Schleicher and Hindenburg laid this trap. There
were two aims : firstly, the bitter opposition of the
National Socialists was to be hampered thereby;
secondly, National Socialism was thereby to lose the
strength of its thrust, be robbed of its glory, and be
slowly crushed to pieces in the parliamentary tread-
mill. Hitler without having the slightest influence on
power was to be forced to take over the responsibility
for every democratic cabinet's futility and political
weakness. . . . The movement could certainly have
a parliamentary opposition group, but Adolf Hitler
could not possibly be the parliamentary democratic
leader of a government.

Hitler agreed with Goring although some of the
Ufaer leaders had different views. Particularly Gregor
Strasser led the opposition.

Goring and Hitler withdrew.   They both wished to